St Mary’s University, Philosophy Programme
Royal Institute of Philosophy Public Lecture

Professor Kurt Barling
Professor of Journalism, Middlesex University London

A help or a hindrance? Rhetoric
of race in a cosmopolitan world
Thursday 9 February 2017, 5.15-6.45pm
G7, St Mary’s University, Twickenham
About the Speaker
Dr Kurt Barling is Professor of Journalism at Middlesex University London. He is an awardwinning investigative journalist and documentary-maker who built his reputation working at the
BBC from 1989 until 2015 partly by covering alternative narratives in the mainstream media. He
has won more Commission for Racial Equality ‘Race in the Media’ awards than any other
journalist. He is author of numerous books including most recently a look at Germany’s descent
into Nazism (Finsternis in Deutschland [Ed], Sandmann Verlag, 2016). The "eloquent polemic",
(The R Word: Racism, Biteback Publishing, 2015) and an inside view of convicted terrorist Abu
Hamza’s rise and fall (Abu Hamza: Guilty, Redshank, 2014). Kurt’s current research interests
include the role of alternative narratives in shaping discourse and the importance of Artificial
Intelligence to the future of journalism and democracy.

Abstract
Race and racism remain an inescapable part of the lives of black people. Daily slights, often
rooted in the fears and misperceptions of the ‘other’. Many argue the post-racial society is upon
us and racism is no longer a block on opportunity. So does race matter as much as it used to?
Skin colour has followed Kurt around since the awakening to the perceptions of others focussed
on his ‘blackness’, this was soon punctuated by bovver booted men screaming ‘Sieg Heil’ and
threatening ‘to kick your [his] head in’. It was a confusing and confused world in which
‘blackness’ defined so much social discourse. Much has changed. Overt racism is certainly much
less present. But in this world the rhetoric of race remains paradoxically both an instrument in
the pursuit of justice but also consumerism where in music, youth culture, sport, and the body
beautiful have all made ‘blackness’ commercial. As the world we inhabit becomes more mixed the
paradox at the heart of anti-racism becomes more acute. By adopting the language of the
oppressor to formulate a positive ‘rhetoric of race’ to liberate the oppressed are we thwarting all
attempts to step out of our skin and leave colour behind?
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