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Emotional Errors

Abstract
Emotions can often lead us astray, as we all know. Jealousy, anger, lust, hope, pride, guilt, envy and shame can all make us
judge and act badly: emotions, in other words, are very often responsible for errors in belief and behaviour. In this talk I want
to look at why emotions lead us astray. I’ll explain how emotional errors result from the operation of emotional systems that
are, nevertheless, vitally important for our epistemic and practical lives. Moreover, I’ll explain how it is often emotions
themselves, rather than unemotional reason, that is responsible for correcting such errors. Emotions can often lead us
astray, it’s true; but emotions can also be the means by which we get back on track.

About the Speaker
Michael Brady is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Glasgow. His research centres on the philosophy of emotion,
and its links with moral philosophy and epistemology. In 2013 his book Emotional Insight was published by Oxford University
Press. He is currently Co-Investigator on a major interdisciplinary project on the Value of Suffering at Glasgow. He was
Director of the British Philosophical Association, having previously served as Secretary of the Scots Philosophical
Association. Outside of academia, he has acted as a philosophical advisor on a number of productions by the Manchester-
based theatre company Quarantine.

Registration
All lectures are free and open to the public without registration. Lectures start at 5.15pm and last for 45 minutes, 
with 45 minutes for questions and discussion. This is then followed by a wine reception.

Venue
Senior Common Room, St Mary’s University, Waldegrave Road, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham TW1 4SX
Directions to the University can be found at www.stmarys.ac.uk/contact/directions.htm

For further information please contact: Dr Yasemin J. Erden – yj.erden@stmarys.ac.uk

Thursday 23rd April
5.15-6.45pm
followed by a drinks reception

Senior Common Room
St Mary’s University
Twickenham


