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‘Error’
Series Synopsis
To err is human, but what counts as error? Is an error just a mistake, or is it more
problematic? Should people be held accountable for their errors and, if so, by whom and
according to what standards or position, and by what authority? It may seem that some
errors will always be errors (e.g., 1+1 never equals 3), while others are context-dependent.
For instance, shaking hands may be vital in one culture, and it would be an error to omit this
gesture in some circumstances, while in other cultures the opposite may be true. If an
authority is wrong, but cites the status quo, then where does the error lie? This series will
invite speakers from a range of disciplines to consider the topic of error, alongside related
topics that may include failure, risk, accountability and consequence. Speakers will be from
fields as diverse as the sciences, the arts, mathematics and also statistics.

Programme
23rd October 2014 Errors and mistakes: so wot?

Dr Yasemin J. Erden
Lecturer/Programme Director in Philosophy, St Mary's University 

27th November 2014 Sentenced By Our Words
Professor Paul Standish 
Professor of Philosophy of Education, Institute of Education 

4th December 2014 Failures of Understanding
Dr Roxana Baiasu 
Associate Member of the Faculty of Philosophy, Oxford University, and Birmingham
University

22nd January 2015 The Augumentative Muse: recent philosophical poems by Christopher Norris
Professor Christopher Norris 
Distinguished Research Professor, Philosophy, Cardiff University

26th February 2015 Statistical predictions are always true (and that's why they are not about me)
Dr Ardo van den Hout
Lecturer in Statistics at the Department of Statistical Science, University College London

5th March 2015 Are we accountable for our unconscious biases?
Professor Helen Beebee 
Samuel Hall Professor of Philosophy, University of Manchester

23rd April 2015 [Title TBC]
Professor Michael Brady 

Registration 
All lectures are free, open to the public without registration and suitable for a non-specialist audience. Lectures start at
5.15pm and last for 45 minutes, with 45 minutes for questions. This is then followed by a wine reception. 

Venue
Senior Common Room, St Mary’s University, Waldegrave Road, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham TW1 4SX, UK
Directions to the University can be found on the main St Mary's website

For further information
Please contact Dr Yasemin J Erden
Email: yj.erden@smuc.ac.uk


