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Abstract 
‘Creativity’ is a term that seems descriptive, but which
nevertheless contains a strong evaluative element.
Generally taken to be an unalloyed good, creativity
nevertheless has a ‘dark’ side, and this alerts us to the
difficulties of defining the term – as do also the current
debates about whether robots or animals can ever be
creative. Further problems are raised by the way in which
creativity is handled in many non-western or pre-modern
cultures. This talk will explore some of the different models
for understanding creativity, as well as some of the rich
historical background to the ways in which we think about
creativity today.

About the Speaker
Dr Christine Battersby is a philosopher whose research is
thoroughly interdisciplinary, drawing on literature and the
visual arts. She is the author of Gender and Genius:
Towards a Feminist Aesthetics; The Phenomenal Woman:
Feminist Metaphysics and the Patterns of Identity and The
Sublime, Terror and Human Difference, plus numerous
articles on feminist aesthetics, feminist metaphysics and
the history of philosophy and culture. Her teaching career
was spent at the University of Warwick, where she remains
an Associate Fellow of the Centre for Research in
Philosophy, Literature and the Arts. 

Registration
All lectures are free and open to the public without
registration. Lectures start at 5.15pm and last for 50
minutes, with 40 minutes for questions. This is then
followed by a wine reception.

Venue
Senior Common Room, St Mary’s University College
Waldegrave Road, Strawberry Hill, 
Twickenham TW1 4SX, UK

Directions to the University College:
www.smuc.ac.uk/contact/directions.htm
For further information, please contact 
Dr Stephen Rainey: stephen.rainey@smuc.ac.uk
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