
Abstract
Dialogue stands at the inception of the philosophical tradition of the
West because of its indelible association with one of the founders of
this tradition. For Plato, to conduct philosophy was to engage in
dialogue, and vice versa. Yet despite Plato's celebration of dialogue,
the implicit interpretive difficulties of the dialogical method betray
certain ambiguities as to dialogue's workings. For example, are all
dialogues of philosophical worth? What is it that distinguishes
engaging in dialogue from arguing? What must a discussant bring to
a dialogue in order for the discussion to progress, and what is the
educative (and philosophical) value of such discussions? What I hope
to explore in this lecture are some of the ‘rules’ of Platonic dialectic
which I believe are offered to us by Plato through the verbal
perambulations of his protagonist, Socrates. I will focus on the so-
called ‘middle’ dialogues, the Gorgias in particular, as it is here that
we find Plato break free from the Socratic elenchus of the earlier
works and establish philosophy as the queen of disciplines.

About the Speaker
Dr Barry Dixon received his PhD in Ancient Greek Philosophy
from Trinity College Dublin under the supervision of Professor
John Dillon. He worked as a lecturer in philosophy at the
National University of Ireland at Galway, before taking up a
position in science and research management at the European
Science Foundation in Strasbourg. 

He currently works as a Research Facilitator for the arts,
humanities and social sciences at the University of Cambridge
and has research interests in ancient philosophy (particularly
Plato and the dialogical tradition), the philosophy of art, the
history of philosophy, and hermeneutics (particularly
Gadamer).

Registration
All lectures are free and open to the public without registration.
Lectures start at 5.15pm and last for 50 minutes, with 40 minutes for
questions. This is then followed by a wine reception.

Venue
Senior Common Room, St Mary’s University College
Waldegrave Road, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, TW1 4SX, UK
Directions to the University College can be found at:
www.smuc.ac.uk/contact/directions.htm

For further information please contact 
Dr Yasemin J. Erden: erdenyj@smuc.ac.uk
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